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matters may be so arranged that soon I may be
united to her by ties that nothing but death itself
could have the power to sever/* as well as by a
tentative request for a small increase in his allowance.
His dream came true, but not at once. For dukes
rarely act on impulse ; and the Duke of Marlborough
was slightly shocked by his son's precipitacy. Be-
sides, New York was a long way from Blenheim
Palace* Mrs. Jerome might have been received by
Napoleon III and Princess Mathilde; the Persignys
were intimates of the Jeromes; and when they
were at Cowes in the dark days after Sedan, the
Emperor himself called and took them all out sailing.
But however they might rank in Paris, a Churchill
was a Churchill. After all, Transatlantic weddings
were something of a novelty in 1873 ; and there is
no plant in the whole world of more cautious growth
than Anglo-American negotiations. At the bare sus-
picion of reluctance on the British side the Jeromes
drew back, Jennie was carried off to Paris; and
the young couple had to wait, while the elderly
authorities submitted their affection to the test of
time* But it came through with flying colours*
In the interval Lord Randolph was safely launched
in politics- A Radical had ventured to intrude his
candidature in the borough of Woodstock, hallowed
by the proximity and influence of Blenheim. But
the electoral air of 1874 was unfriendly to such
outrages, and Lord Randolph Churchill was returned
to Parliament by a large majority* These laurels
dtaly wo0> he ran across to Paris and married Miss
Jerome at the British Embassy in a blaze of family